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Foreword... 


This book was prepared to show what our foreign mis- 
sion program has been, what it is now, and 
what it may grow into during the next five years. It re- 
veals plans, opportunities, and challenges which will 
make an Advance in foreign missions a reality. 
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Warner Sallman Interpretation of painting on inside back cover 


Covance With Christ 


Advance in Missions 
R. D. Bowman 


This booklet sets forth the need for a real advance in missions. It 
has been created in order to acquaint our people more definitely with 
the opportunities of our mission fields. It is hoped that many young 
people as they read these pages will be moved to consecrate their lives 
to Christian missions. Every member of our church should read this 
brochure. 


The Church of the Brethren needs fifteen to eighteen new mission- 
aries yearly. They are needed to open up new mission stations and to 
replace missionaries who are retiring. Christ calls for these recruits 
because the world is sick and the gospel of Jesus is its only hope. Evan- 
gelism and missions are fundamental in the program of the church. 
Their goal is the redemption of man and the building of the church. 
Human problems are not settled until man is changed through the 
power of God. The leading of persons to accept Christ as Savior and 
Lord is the central work of the church. 

I am entirely happy in my church service, but if I were a young man 
twenty years old I would be thrilled at the thought of becoming a mis- 
sionary. The missionary presents Jesus Christ to those who do not 
know him. He helps to build a church and a Christian community. 
He is a world citizen lifting people above narrow nationalism to one 
family of God. He counsels people regarding their problems, sharing 
out of his rich experiences. He lives a Christian life in a community 
and his light shines before men. He sees people step out of ignorance 
and superstition and become reborn children of God. He sees communi- 
ties changed and nations influenced for righteousness. This is the glory 
of missions. 

Young people are becoming increasingly interested in missions. They 
are recognizing that missionaries have all kinds of opportunities to 
work for peace, that they must express Christian racial attitudes, and 
that the supreme task of missionaries is to lead souls into fellowship 
with God. Missionaries are the builders of a new world. 

Let us pray that this year will bring a new sunrise for missions in 
the Church of the Brethren. 
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Forward in Missions 


V. F. Schwalm 


The modern missionary movement, beginning with William Carey 
and others, has been one of the significant movements in the history 
of the Christian church. It was a powerful movement, deeply affecting 
all the Protestant churches of Europe and America. It sent missionaries 
to all the non-Christian lands and to the islands of the sea. Young men 
and women by the thousands responded to the spirit of adventure, of 
heroism and devotion involved in the call. 

The opening of the mission fields of India, of China, of Africa, and of 
South America by the Church of the Brethren under the leadership 
of Wilbur Stover, Frank Crumpacker, Stover Kulp and others was part 
of this great movement. The whole church was quickened and inspired 
by the influence of the foreign missions movement. 

Now for some time foreign missions have played a lesser role in the 
life of the church. We have been occupied with other interests. There 
has been less enthusiasm for missions and even in some minds there 
have been questionings as to their authority. 

We have learned now that it is not the function of missions to trans- 
plant our material civilization to non-Christian lands; they are not to 
become the spearhead of governments for nationalistic purposes, nor 
are they to transplant American institutions, even our ecclesiastical 
institutions. It is now clear that the greatest gift we have to make to 
the non-Christian lands is Jesus Christ, the simple story of His birth, 
His life, His teaching, His death and resurrection. We can try to take 
whatever we have caught of His spirit and bear our testimony for Him. 
The East can probably then make a better interpretation of Him than 
we have done. 

The spirit of foreign missions is reflected in these lines from the 
Jerusalem Missionary Conference of 1928: 

“We cannot live without Christ, 

We cannot think of others living without Him, 

We cannot be content to live in a world that is un-Christlike, 

We cannot be idle while the longing of His heart for His brethren 
is unsatisfied.” 

The day of foreign missions is not outmoded. One cannot think of 
apostolic Christianity without thinking of its tremendous spread. Evan- 
gelism is written across every page of the Book of Acts. Christianity 
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spread quickly to foreign lands. Paul was the first great foreign mission- 
ary. Wherever the church has lost that spirit, it has lost its soul. Without 
it the church would die. But aggressive evangelism knows no national 
boundaries. It is not content to halt at the borders of Judea; it leaps 
across the bounds of Samaria and to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
If evangelism is a part of the program of the church, then missions are 
also. 

Missions must go on and should be greatly expanded, for, says Henry 
Van Dusen after visiting mission fields for eight months, “For unnum- 
bered millions of our humanity there is no slightest hope of release from 
disease, ignorance and superstition save in the coming of Christianity 
among them.” 

Much helpful service has been rendered by foreign missionaries for 
a long time. Through famine after famine in India and China our mis- 
sionaries have been the distributors of food to hungry people. Every 
mission station has its church, its school, its hospital from which go out 
teachers, social workers, doctors, nurses, agriculturists and evangelists 
to render a multiform kind of service to ever-expanding communities. 
Souls are enlightened and transformed by the story of the love and the 
forgiveness of God through Christ Jesus. A new and tender note of 
sympathy and kindness finds its way into the life of society. In every 
country the educational work for the enlightening of the mind gets help 
from missionaries. Medical service in every land is greatly accelerated 
through the influence of missions. China before the war had 300 hos- 
pitals scattered through the land, the gift of missions. Every helpful 
influence in these lands gets a lift from missionaries and new ones are 
started. 

Our world, which has become “one world” physically, needs spiritual 
unity. It needs to become one in ideals and principles. Christianity can 
supply these ideals. 

Christian missions is one of the most effective ways of tying the 
world together into a spiritual fellowship under the leadership of Jesus 
Christ. 

Your Foreign Mission Commission is in this booklet presenting to 
you a summary of the missions program now on in the Church of the 
Brethren and is pointing the way to an expanded program which we 
hope may be put into effect during the next five years. We kindly ask 
you to read it and to let your mind dwell on its meaning and significance. 
Then we know you will do your part in your church in promoting it. 

We need money and we need missionaries. It takes money to send 
missionaries, but our need for capable missionaries is equally urgent. 
“Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send workers into his 
vineyard.” 
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India 


The Lord hath done great things for us: whereof we are glad. Psa. 126:3 
(Motto of the Golden Jubilee, 1945), 


WE ARE GLAD 


For ihe coming of 
Christ’s Messengers 
Mission founded in 1895. 


Tie Yoo, 000 First baptisms in 1897. 


+200 Populatio 
27990,000 che la Ae } First love feast held in 1898. 


First Indian deacon elected in 1899. 


First church—Bulsar—organized in 
1899. 


First district meeting held in 1901. 
First pastor fully supported in 1947. 





For material help— 
In the famine of 1897 to 1901 thousands of people were fed. 


Hundreds of orphans were given a home, food, clothing, an education and a 
knowledge of agriculture or some useful trade. 


Many farmers have been helped to buy land. 


Co-operative credit societies have helped many through loans. 


For Spiritual Blessings— 

Twenty organized churches. 

Church membership of more than 8,000. 

Nineteen ministers and elders. 

Evangelistic concern and missionary zeal within the church. 


For the challenge of responsibility for unfinished tasks— 


On January 1, 1946, the church in India assumed responsibility for the direction 
of the mission work, to be administered by a church-appointed council com- 
posed of both missionaries and Indians. 


Our assigned field of 7,000 square miles contains more than a million people 
who live in about 3,000 towns and villages. 


Large areas of this field have not yet been occupied or evangelized. 
There are many kinds of needs which have not yet been met. 


Opportunities abound to perform new types of service. 


page seven 





Early Baptism at Bulsar 


Beginnings 


The first three missionaries landed in Bombay late in 1894, and opened the 
work at Bulsar in February 1895. It is plain that they were led of the Lord in 
this choice. On the day when they all went to Bulsar to decide whether that 
was the field of their choice a group of outcastes came to them asking for a 
teacher to instruct them. Hence we see that hearts were ready to receive them. 


The beginnings were small, but the work has enjoyed a healthy growth through 
the years. 


The early missionaries showed great wisdom in their plans and methods of 
work. They realized that the most effective evangelistic work could be done 
by Indians themselves, hence the new converts were immediately taught to 


witness to their new faith. The church in India has always been a witnessing 
church. 
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Another evidence of wisdom was in the early organization of self-governing 
churches, and the placing of responsibility upon India church officials. 


The first district meeting was held only six years after the founding of the 
mission, yet at that meeting there were four Indian delegates from the three 
churches which had been established. 

In an early report we read that “from the beginning it was the policy of the 
missionaries to have the Indian Christians do all they could in the activities 
of the church.” This was done on the principle that the missionary is temporary. 
The native church is to endure and carry on its own activity through the years. 





Ministers of Christ in India 


These four ministers and elders came into the mission at an early age, attend- 
ed mission schools, entered the church, studied in Bible School, shouldered 
responsibility in the church, entered the ministry and have worked faithfully 
through the years. 
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Valji Speaks to the Great Jubilee Audience 





Blessing the Seed 





Carpenters in the Making 
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GROWTH OF 
THE WORK 


During a period of fifty 
years this little band of 
first converts has con- 
stantly grown. No figures 
are available to tell us 
the total number of those 
who have professed faith 
in Christ and received 
baptism, but it is not a 
small number. Some who 
were baptized later fell 
away, it is true, but thou- 
sands have _ remained 
true to their faith, and at 
the present time the 
membership totals 8,349. 
Many of those who went 
back to their old gods did 
so because there were 
not enough shepherds to 
guide and nourish them. 
Even today there is a 
great dearth of trained 
pastors, evangelists, and 
enlightened laymen to 
guide and encourage the 
many small groups of 
scattered Christians. 


It will be noticed that 
the number of active mis- 
Sionaries is smaller than 
it was 25 years ago, when 
the scope of the work 
was less than today. How 
then, you may ask, are 
we able to carry on this 
larger work with fewer 
missionaries? It is pos- 
sible only because more 
capable, trained Indian 
elders, ministers, and lay 
evangelists are available 
to shoulder a part of the 
load. Our constant aim 
is to develop more and 
better trained Indian 
leaders. 


MATERIAL HELP 


The earlier mission- 
aries were thrown into a 
situation of acute physi- 
cal need. It was indeed 
a time of testing, but 
they showed themselves 
to be true friends of the 
needy and thereby won 
their way into the hearts 
of the common people. 


The missionaries 
showed their wisdom by 
giving help in the form 
of work where possible, 
thereby helping without 
pauperizing. That has 
been the policy of the 
mission right from the 
beginning, not only in re- 
lief work, but in other 
types of material help as 
well. For instance, for 
many years the mission 
has operated a revolving 
fund from which our 
Christian farmers can 
borrow money to buy 
land. The money is 
loaned on easy-payment 
terms and at a low rate 
of interest, but the bor- 
rowers are required to 
pay back the principal, 
so that the same money 
has helped many people 
without depleting the 
original fund. 


Throughout the years 
the most extensive pro- 
gram has been our medi- 
cal and educational work. 
The self - forgetful min- 
istration of our medical 
staff is highly appreciated 
by the Indian people. 

Our educational work 
has brought rich rewards 
in many ways, and es- 
pecially in building up a 
church that can become 
self - propagating, _ self - 
governing, and self-sup- 
porting. 

When we realize that 
at the present time only 
about 35% of our mem- 
bers are able to read and 
write, we will under- 
stand the need of con- 
tinued efforts in this field 
of service to the church 
in India. 





In the Dispensary 





In the Sterilizing Room 





Learning to Read 
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First Joint Council of the Church of the Brethren in India 


New Responsibilities 

From the very beginning of the work the missionaries have placed respon- 
sibility upon our Indian leaders according to their experience and _ ability. 
That is especially true in the work of the church as distinct from the mission 
work. For many years our church in India has been as truly self-governing 
as a district in the homeland. 

The time has now come when it is felt that the Indian church should direct 
all of the work-mission as well as the church. The plan which has been worked 
out bears a close resemblance to the General Brotherhood Board of the church. 
Since the inauguration of this plan two years ago the missionaries work under 
the direction of a council which has a majority of Indian members. We feel 
that such an organization will be acceptable to a free India and reflects the 
growing ability of the younger church. 


Unfinished Tasks 


India as an independent nation is still in its birth throes. Conditions are 
therefore unsettled in some parts of the country. We should be thankful that 
there have been no disturbances in our field and our work is going on unhindered. 
What the future will bring forth we are not permitted to know, but there are 
signs that lead us to believe that there will be greater opportunities for Christian 
witness than there have been in the past. This belief is shared by at least 
some of our discerning Indian brethren. We should therefore look forward 
and help the church in India meet the challenges of a new day. On the following 
pages are seen some of the known needs. 
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Students Help in Evangelistic Meetincs 


From out of such a group of educated Christian young men and women, 
someone may come to America some day for further study and for fellowship 
with the home church. 


Challenges of a New Day Call for 


1. Help in Personnel 

It is felt that the needs of the field call for a staff of missionaries fully as 
large as we now have, which is approximately forty. It is estimated that in order 
to do this we will need at least fourteen new volunteers during the next five 
years. They will be needed to replace those who will reach the age of retire- 
ment. Besides, we will need a few missionaries with specialized forms of train- 
ing. These will be noted farther on. 


2. Help in Training Indian Leadership 

Up to the present time the Indian church has not had any seminary-trained 
leaders. It is believed that the time has come when we should make a definite 
effort to find suitable young men and send them for seminary training in India. 
Furthermore, the church in the homeland needs to become better acquainted 
with our Indian leaders. If younger men and women are brought to America 
for that purpose they can profit by a period of training in Bethany Biblical 
Seminary. 


3. Helping Evangelize Unoccupied Territory 


There are large areas in the more remote parts of our field which have not 
yet been occupied. One such place is a portion of Rajpipla and Sagbara states. 
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Hulling Beans 


Harvesting Jowar 





Examining a Sick Baby 


The people in this area 
are very friendly and are 
open to the gospel mes- 
sage. 


Out beyond a distance 
of twenty or thirty miles 
from each station and 
each established church, 
there are yet hundreds of 
unreached people. There 
are no limits to the op- 
portunities which face 
the church to enter these 
unoccupied fields and to 
touch the masses of peo- 
ple who have not yet had 
a chance to know the 
Christian way of life. 


4. Helping Village Chris- 
tians Achieve More 
Abundant life. 


Already plans are un- 
der way for the Protes- 
tant missions of Gujarat 
in western India to unite 
in opening a rural center 
at Anklesvar, which is 
one of our stations. From 
this center would go out 
men and women trained 
to help our village Chris- 
tians be better farmers, 
better housewives, better 
parents, and to develop 
home industries, and 
through it all, to “achieve 
Christian discipleship.” 
If the plan develops as 
projected, our portion of 
the expense will be 
small and the rewards 
great. Such a center 
would call for one or two 
new missionaries trained 
in one of the above- 
mentioned skills. 





Lines of Patients 


5. Helping India Achieve Better Health 


Up to the present time our health service has been chiefly in the direction of 
healing the sick. Some of our doctors believe that the time has now come when 


we should direct some of our effort 
toward preventing sickness. Here is a 
tremendously challenging field of 
service, and it is a field for which a 
doctor trained in the techniques of pre- 
ventive medicine will be needed. 

Another need of equal urgency is to 
provide for the care of tubercular pa- 
tients. This disease is making terrifying 
advances among the people of India. A 
number of our promising Christian 
workers have fallen victims to it. 

The missions of Gujarat are consider- 
ing the possibility of establishing a union 
sanitarium for T. B. patients. Such a 
plan will doubtless call for a doctor and 
a nurse to be supplied by our church. 


The Microscope Decides 
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In the Breaking 
of Bread 





6. Helping to Build Churches 


A number of our village churches are still without a church building. The 
members are meeting for worship in a school building or a private home. A 
building dedicated to that purpose encourages a feeling of worship, hence the 
construction of simple church houses suitable to the needs of the people should 
be encouraged. 

A plan for such help has been adopted. Materials for the roof are provided 
if the local church furnishes all the other materials and the labor. In many 
village situations the members are able to secure timber and bamboos by cut- 
ting and hauling them from the forests. They can therefore build the founda- 
tion and the walls very cheaply by doing the work themselves. A permanent 
roof, on the other hand, requires the outright purchase of metal or asbestos 
roofing sheets, or of tiles. If this help is given, even a very poor church is 
enabled to secure a house of worship. 





Communion Service 
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Ahwa Church Service 





Let us help and encourage the growing church in India by sympathetic un- 
derstanding, by prayer, and by our gifts. 


It has been nothing shcrt of a miracle that during the past forty years an 
active, intelligent congregation of 282 members has been established at Ahwa. 
The transformation of life is evident to Christians and non-Christians alike. 
“God is love” is the Marathi motto on the wall. 


The women’s side of the house is seen in the lower picture. Young men and 
young women and children who come from villages and neighboring mission 
schools serve in the Anklesvar church while they attend school at the station. 
The present membership totals 935. The dome of this church can be seen for 
many miles and the influence of the church itself stands as a light which spreads 
far out into many village areas. 





Anklesvar Congregation 
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China 


“A great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.” 
nC Ofel Ong 


CAPTURING CHINA FOR CHRIST 


In the Last Forty Years in China 


Work in Shansi Province was begun in 1908. 

Five mission stations were opened. 

Eighty-two missionaries served in Shansi. 

Schools were built and hundreds of pupils came for training. 
Hospitals served thousands who came for help. 

Relief work was a vital part of the program. 

Five central churches were organized. 

Hundreds of village groups were reached with the gospel. 
Three thousand people became Christians. 


The Church Faced Destruction 


Four times the mission had to evacuate because of war. 

Chinese Christians suffered persecution. 

Thirteen Chinese Christians at one station and three missionaries at another 
were martyred during the Japanese occupation. 

Many more Chinese Christians have suffered death at the hands of the Chinese 
communists. 

Missionaries had to leave the Shansi province in order to spare the lives of 
the Chinese people. 

Many Christians have scattered to far-distant places. 

A faithful remnant of Christians continue to carry on the work. 

The doors in Shansi are closed against mission work at present except at 
Tai Yuan. 





Present Program in 
China 


The Chinese church 
lives in little groups in 
isolated villages where 
the members meet in the 
homes for worship. 

Relief and evangelistic 
work is carried on at Tai 
Yuan. 

Missionaries are help- 
ing in other missions and 
church agencies until 
Shansi reopens or until 
another area is secured. 

In Peiping former 
Shansi students who are 
taking advanced training 
meet with the mission- 
aries in fellowship 
groups. 

Co-operation is carried 
on with relief agencies, 
the rural service union, 
and with the YMCA in 
central and west China. 

There is close associa- 
tion with the National 
Christian Council. 

Investigation is being 
made to secure a new 
field for the Church of 
the Brethren in China. 

There are now twenty- 
seven missionaries in 
China. 


Elder H. C. Yin 
of Shansi 





The Future in China 

The future plans for China indicate that there should be a staff of forty mission- 
aries on the field. This calls for a dozen new recruits now and enough additional 
personnel year by year to replace retirements and other losses. 

There will be a close working relationship between the missionaries and the 
service commission in order that a well-directed long-range program in relief 
and rehabilitation can be pursued in full co-operation with the evangelistic 
purpose of the mission program. The various parts of the program of the church 
are to work together in common service to the needs of the people in China. 

When a new field has been secured, there will be need for more money for 
buildings such as hospitals, schools and homes. 
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ADVANCING WITH CHRIST IN CHINA 
1. Personnel 


A full staff of around forty missionaries will be needed on the field continually. 
Each missionary should be well trained and experienced in his line of work. 
Many types of work will be waiting to be done. Missionaries will need to be 
evangelists, educators, agriculturalists, dactors and nurses. Some will need to 
know how to direct in home crafts, such as spinning, weaving and needle- 
work, and the various phases of work which will help to develop better living 
conditions in the homes and communities. There will also need to be relief 
workers who will fit into short-term service. 

China is an urgent challenge. After ten years of war with all its tragedy and 
destruction, the people are in need of the encouragement, moral transformation 
and spiritual uplift which the church can give to them. Their need becomes a 
clarion call for personnel. This means personnel from America and it also 
means trained men and women from among the Chinese. Missionaries must 
fill a need which the Chinese churches cannot meet at this time. 


2. Financial Assistance 


A forward program calls for financial support. Some of this aid will need 
to come from the American churches. The Chinese churches will be encouraged 
to do all they can toward self-support. More extensive funds are needed today 
than in previous years. It always costs more to rebuild and repair than it did 
to build at the start. Added to this is the hope that the Chinese church shall 
grow and expand, and that will call for the giving of money on a larger scale 
than hitherto and in a generous and willing spirit. 


3. Churches 


The Christian church must hold the chief place in the work of capturing China 
for Christ. The major interest needs to be a dynamic soul-winning program. 





Church of ihe Brethren Missionaries in China 
Three not present at the May conference; four reached China later. 
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During the past ten years the church in China has struggled through the 
agony of suffering and desolation. Many Christians are weary from the long 
strain. Even now in communist territory church work is almost impossible in 
so far as active endeavor is concerned. The church lives and holds its own by 
quiet, faithful endurance. However, in most of the noncommunist areas the 
doors are open to the gospel even more than in former years. The Christian 
churches face an urgent opportunity. 

One of the first needs of the church is to have strong refresher courses and 
leadership training courses for ministers and teachers. Many of them stand 
in need of such encouragement and spiritual strengthening. When they have 
received a renewal of courage they will be ready to strengthen their brethren. 

The Chinese family system should lend itself to the evangelistic movement 
and the establishment of churches. Definite effort must be made to reach entire 
families and to help each home in the community to become an orderly Christian 
home. It will be a definite part of the advance program to establish new 
Christian groups which will then become organized churches. 

The fact that this is the church in China should be borne in mind even in the 
matter of the church buildings. The church houses should be Chinese in appear- 
ance. They should be strategically located in the midst of the people, as in a 
market village where people gravitate normally. These houses of worship will 
need to be built co-operatively by the church in China and the mission group. 


4, Medical Work 

Medical care will need to be provided, for there is sickness and malnutrition 
everywhere. Doctors, nurses and hospitals are greatly needed. Christian missions 
must continue to carry a large part of the medical work. 

At least one well-equipped hospital will be an imperative need. A nurses’ 
training department must be a part of the hospital work. To such a hospital 
center difficult cases will be brought for first-class care. The hospital will be a 
training center for doctors and nurses. 

Well-trained visiting nurses and doctors will make regular visits to the 
church centers and hold clinics. A strong and vigorous health program must 
be promoted. This also includes special training of midwives and village doctors. 


Pastor Peter Yin 
and Family 
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Dr. Lloyd Cunningham at Tzechung, W. China 





Bessie Crim, R.N., at Tzechung Dr. and Mrs. Wang Chen of Tzechung 


5. Education 

Along with the church program there must be special emphasis placed upon 
schools. Members of the church must come to be literate. Classes in the One 
Thousand Characters need to be held. Providing help in teaching and making 
available good Christian literature are effective ways of winning to the church the 
best minds and the capable and faithful people of China. 


6. Relief and Rehabilitation 

In the past years it has been impossible to differentiate between mission and 
service work, for it has been cne work. In the future, missions and service 
will continue to go hand in hand in common service to the needs of the people 
of China. 

A well-directed, long-range program of relief and rehabilitation can be 
carried on in full co-operation and co-ordination with the mission program. 


page twenty-three 





Relief Heifer 
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7. Co-operation With Other Christian Agencies in China 


—Co-operation with other missions. 

—Co-operation with the American Board in their treasurer’s office, middle 
schools, Bible schools, and in any other area possible. 

—Co-operation with the Tai Yuan Fu Y. M. C. A. 

—Co-operation with staff of the National Christian Council in Shanghai. 


—Co-operation with the North China Rural Service Union. 

—Co-operation with the American Advisory Committee and other recognized 
relief agencies in China. 

—Co-operation with the College of Chinese Studies in Peking. 


8. Locating and Entering a New Field in China 


After thorough investigation, a new territory for mission work is to be selected 
for the Church of the Brethren in China. The China Mission has been encouraged 
by the Foreign Mission Commission and the General Brotherhood Board to 
find a new area of work in China. A committee in China has been investigating 
various possibilities and is consulting with national Christian Chinese leaders, 
missionaries and other church organizations. The new area needs to be chosen 
carefully. 


The China of tomorrow is being shaped today, and the work of Christian 
missions in China today, even though curtailed in certain areas, is one of the 
most important factors in helping China to build and establish a great nation. 





Hazel Rothrock Helping in Union Sunday School, Peking 
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9. Invitations to Chinese Christian Youth to Visit the Church in America 





Shansi Students in Peking 


It promises well for both the church in China and for the church in America 
if Chinese Christian youth may come to us for Bible study and fellowship. Te 


is a new opportunity and challenge. 


Cc. C. Wang 





C. C. Wang was baptized in China 
by Frank H. Crumpacker. A little 
more than a year ago he was granted 
a fellowship at the University of Illi- 
nois Medical School. He is doing re- 
search work in Chicago and rooms at 
Bethany. His association with the 
church in America is proving of great 
value to him and also to the young 
people he meets in Christian fellowship. 
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Wang Tung 





Wang Tung is one of our Chinese 
brethren from Shansi. He came to 
America under the auspices of the 
Y.M.C.A. While here he affiliated him- 
self closely with the Church of the 
Brethren and attended school at Beth- 
any Biblical Seminary. He visited 
many churches throughout the brother- 
hood. Such mutual contacts do much 
to strengthen the churches in China 
and in America. 


10. Strengthening the Church in South China 


Mission work began in Sunning District, South Caina, in 1918, and two years 
later Moy Gwong, who had been converted, educated and ordained to the 
ministry in America, returned to China and helped with the work. Now after 
thirty years there are 265 members in the church in the Kwangtung Province. 

Moy Gwong directs the work of the school and the church. Sunday-school 
and church services are held regularly. An official board of eleven members 
has responsibility for the work of the church. 

There is a growing primary school covering the first six grades. Children 
come from surrounding villages to attend the school. The name of the school 
is Chen Teh, which means “genuine virtue.” 

In the spring of 1948, Ernest and Olivia Ikenberry visited the Church of the 
Brethren in South China. This visit has brought much encouragement to the 
group of Christians. 





Moy Gwong and wife Church Board 





Faculty Members - South China Group 
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Africa 


And he rose and took the child and 
his mother by night, and departed to 
Egypt. 


Out of Egypt have I called my son. 
Matt. 2: 14-15 





Christ Comes to Africa 


And they seized Simon of Cyrene 
[reported to be an African] and laid 


on him the cross. 
isuke 233 26 
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Bearing the Cross 


Africa has a population estimated to be 160,000,000; there are about 800 different 
tribes speaking that many different languages. South of the Sahara, where 120,- 
000,000 of her people live, 85.6 per cent of the people are animists, 10 per cent are 
Moslem and 3.4 per cent are Christian, 2.7 per cent being Catholic and 1.7 per 
cent Protestant. 
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CROSS OR CRESCENT 


Africa is calling loudly for educational 
opportunities; of her 800 languages, only 
350 have been reduced to writing; 93 per 
cent of her people are still illiterate. She 
is searching for unity; already some of 
her people are asking for independence 
so that Africa might take her rightful 
place in the world. 





Moslem City Gates 


. 


Under animism the control of the witch 
doctor is fearsome and supreme. This is 
the religion of eighty-five out of every 
hundred of her people. 

Witch Doctor Mohammedanism has swept like a tide 

across North Africa. It burned Christian 

churches and libraries and decimated the Christians. Now it moves southward, 
claiming the whole of Africa for Islam. Ten out of each hundred are Moslems. 

But here and 
there, Christian 
outposts are 
springing up. 
With = earnest 
fervor these 
African Chris- 
tians plane 
Christ in the 
heart of pagan- 
ism and in the 
path of advanc- 
ing Moham- 
medanism. Five 
out of each 
hundred are 
followers of 
Christ. 








Leper Colony Congregation 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF OUTREACH 


Our mission began work in Northern 
Nigeria in 1922. Since then the cross has 
been planted in many villages. 





Victims of Malnutrition Typical Lepers 


Disease stalked everywhere; its tentacles seized children most quickly. In some 
areas five out of ten died before the age of one year. Malaria, intestinal parasites, 
and infections were the greatest killers. 

In every village there were lepers; no one knows how many there are in Africa. 
Their future was so hopeless that the disease was known as “the sickness too 
awful to name.” 

There was no milk and no formulas for orphan babies, who therefore were 
abandoned cor killed. Sometimes they were laid on the missionary’s doorstep in 
the hope that he might sustain their life. The missionary felt impelled to open 


nurseries. 








On the Mission Doorstep 
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BUT A CHURCH CAME 
A Christian Church Touches All of Life 





The First Church at Garkida 


The first Church of the Brethren was only a circular grass roof held up by 
poles. The worshipers sat on the ground. Here Brethrenism in Africa was born. 

If a church is to grow, its rootage must be in the home. Therefore, some of the 
first efforts went into the homes; work among women aimed at both physical and 
spiritual salvation. The 
women were fearful but 
eager. And little chil- 
dren who would have 
died, now have a chance 
to live. 


After a mission sta- 
tion has been started, out- 
stations are selected, and 
then out from all these_ 
centers in ever-widening 
circles the work of the 
church is carried on. 
More and more people 
hear the word of life each 
year. Today more than 
700 are affiliated with the 
Christian groups at the 
Mary Petre Teaching Women five established stations. 
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Dr. Russell Robertson, Pioneer in Village Medical Work 


Doctors with both 
medicine and Bibles went 
from village to village 
and from tribe to tribe. 
Sickness was every- 
where. Fear and super- 
stition likewise abound- 
ed. 


Hospitals grew up as 
patients needing operat- 
ing care came begging 
for attention. Thousands 
were treated each year 
and each patient heard at 
least a part of the gospel 
message. 


The Africans them- 
selves were trained to ad- 
minister aid. They were 
also equipped with Bibles 
and medicine as_ they 
served their people. 

In the spirit of Christ, 
Africa seeks to help her 
own. 





Timba Treating a Patient 
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Leper Colony Church 





Lepers Receive Treatment 
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A leper colony devel- 
oped. Some lepers came 
on camels for hundreds 
of miles; others walked 
or crawled. Soon the col- 
ony numbered 500, then 
1,000, now 1,400. Its rep- 
utation is drawing even 
more. 


The church soon be- 
came the center of the 
leper colony. Its mem- 
bership grew from scores 
to hundreds. 

A church committee of 
lepers administers it. Its 
evangelistic force is 
reaching far anda wide. 


Once each five days, 
these hundreds of lepers 
line up for injections; it 
is a painful process, but 
pain can be endured 
when there is hope. 

Each year some are be- 
ing dismissed as leprosy 
free. 


No one could read or write; in fact, 
the language had never been written. So 
missionaries had to learn to speak it and 
then they wrote in down. This was not 
an easy process; it took a long time to 
produce books in the African’s own lan- 
guage. 


Then one by one or in small village 
classes the missionaries taught the Af- 
ricans to read the Bible and other books 
which had now been printed in their own 
language. Soon the Africans became 
teachers of each other and literacy grew. 





Evaluating a Book 


Then formal schools developed. African teachers did most of the teaching. 
Literacy and education grew steadily. Villagers from far away came begging for 


schools nearer their homes. 





Jumping the Rope 
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Preaching 





Baptizing 


Printing 
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Breathing life into ev- 
ery phase of the enter- 
prise was the Christian 
church; the proclamation 
of the evangelical mes- 
sage was the central 
theme of each activity. 
Under trees and on the 
open plain, men waited to 
learn. 


Frequently both hus- 
band and wife entered in- 
to baptism together. Joy- 
ously it could be pro- 
claimed, “Today has sal- 
vation come to this 
house.” Light spread 
from heart to heart and 
from home to home. 


The message had to 
move on the strength of 
the Bible. So the church 
printed Bibles. A Chris- 
tian newspaper, “Light 
on the Highway,” soon 
bound the _ different 
church groups into great- 
er unity. 


Paul Anfani Yusu- 
fu and his wife have 
made an outstanding 
contribution through 
teaching and through 
their home. They 
have eight living 
children. 


Anfani and Family 





Bassey Minso and his wife are third- 
generation Christians from Southern 
Nigeria. They have served as home 
missionaries in Northern Nigeria for 
fourteen years. He is now in Bethany 
Seminary getting further training. 


Bassey Minso and Family 





Risku and his wife, Sa- 
jo, have worked with the 
mission since its begin- 
ning. Risku is a trained 
builder, laboratory tech- 
nician, teacher and evan- 
gelist. 

The hope of tomorrow 
lies in the African leader- 
ship which is being de- 
veloped today. 


Risku and Family 
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Timba and Family 


Timba, a Lassa boy has grown up 
in the mission. With his family, he is 
serving efficiently and conscientiously 
as a village evangelist. 


Officers in Women’s Work 
Organization 


Mrs. Minso and Cibamai 
are the officers of the Wom- 
en’s Work Organization at 
Lassa. 





Teaching Village Women 
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THE HOPE OF TOMORROW 


The hope of tomorrow lies in the cross, not the crescent. Seven new Church of 
the Brethren stations are contemplated in Northern Nigeria. 
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+++ +++ 
Brethren Missions 





New Stations 


The work of the Brethren has been operative in Nigeria for twenty-five years. 
During that time much good has been done, and many lives have been touched. 
Through mutual agreement, as is common among missions, a large territory has. 
been designated as Brethren territory. This field is ready for harvest. Many of 
the villages are calling for teachers and preachers. They will wait but little 
longer; tomorrow. is here for them; they want help now. Returned African vet- 
erans have caught glimpses of what life is in the outside world and are no longer 
content for conditions in their home communities to continue as they are. The 
villagers too have seen their neighboring townsmen attain richer lives when they 
have schools, churches, medicine and better farms. So they are requesting that 
the missionaries help them to achieve these things also. The call is strong. If the 
Brethren will not answer, the Mohammedans and the Catholics will presently 
take over. 

Accordingly, the workers on the field have made plans for a real “advance” at 
once. Seven new Stations are to be opened as rapidly as money and workers can 
be secured. The first of these is Gulak. James Bowman has already gone there to 
lay the ground work for the mission. It is the hope that this will be a one-family 
station carrying on a full program. Higi, Wamdiu and Shafa are to be other sta- 
tions similar to this one. Gwoza and West Margi are to be staffed by a family and 
one additional person. Babur, it is hoped, may become the site of the central 
schools; it will require a larger staff. 

Will the advance succeed? The answer will depend in part upon what each of 
us will do to make it succeed. 
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Ecuador 


I came that they might have life, and have it abundantly. John 10: 10 


In 1943 the Brethren Service Committee opened the Boys’ Club in Quito, Ecua- 
dor. Notable work among thousands of underprivileged boys was done in the 
four years of its existence. While the club was functioning under the supervision 
of the service committee, its activities were directed by Paul Bowman, Jr., Kurtis 
Naylor, and Claude Wolfe. 


Early in 1947 Club Brethren was closed because work of an evangelistic nature 
was not permitted under terms agreed upon when the program was inaugurated. 
For a brief period, the club remained closed. Then it was reopened under the di- 
rection of an Ecuadorian who had served as an assistant in the work. Activities 
were resumed because of considerable public agitation for the club program among 
boys from the poorer families of the city. In order to guarantee the funds neces- 
sary for local sponsorship, a government subsidy was granted the club. 


Ecuador is on the west side of South 
America, along the upper bulge of the 
continent. 


Population of Ecuador, 2,921,688. 
Area of Ecuador, 275,936 square miles. 
Quito is the capital of Ecuador. 


Bella Vista, the mission location, is 
out fifteen miles from Quito. 
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BRETHREN ENTER ECUADOR 





Claude Wolfe is shown receiving decoration from the Ecuadorian government for 
outstanding work in the Brethren Boys’ Club. 





Brethren relief clothing was distributed to needy boys by Claude Wolfe and the club’s 
assistant director, 
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RURAL LOCATION SELECTED 





In the right foreground near the deep ravine, our mission farm is located in the beautiful 
“Llano Grande” valley. 


In 1945 the General Mission Board voted to begin mission work in Ecuador. 
This decision was reached after consideration was given to dire spiritual need, to 
the entreé our missionaries would have as a direct result of our Boys’ Club pro- 
gram, and to the interest which was present among many members for beginning 
a new work in South America. It was not unexpected that the board sought the 
advice of the Standing Committee at the 1945 Conference and received endorse- 
ment for the opening of a new mission in or near Quito. 

In 1946 a careful survey was made for the purpose of establishing a location for 
the new work. A rural location was selected in the Llano Grande valley, about 
fifteen miles from the capitol. A twenty-five-acre moderately improved farm was 
purchased as the base from which mission work could begin among six thousand 
neglected Indians of the Calderon tribes. 
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RHOADES FAMILY BEGIN WORK 


J. Benton and Ruby Rhoades be- 
gan language study in Ecuador in 
June 1946, and became our pioneer 
missionaries in this new field. 


Since June 1946, J. Benton and 
Ruby Rhoades have been in Ecua- 
dor. Recently work was completed 
on remodeling the house on the mis- 
sion farm. Shortly thereafter, the 
Rhoades family moved to the coun- 
try to begin operations after having 
completed necessary language work 
in Quito. However, before much 
work among the Indians can be done, 
a house must be constructed for an- 
other mission family; a modest build- 
ing, equipped for minor medical 
services, must be built; an elemen- 
tary school building must be con- 
structed, and another missionary 
dwelling must be erected for a third 
mission couple. 


In 1948 Claude and June Wolfe 
Benton Rhoades and Family will return to Ecuador to enter mis- 

sion work among these needy people 
they had learned to love and 
appreciate while he was 
Boys’ Club director. Their 
return will expedite con- 
struction work and_ will 
make it possible to begin the 
actual mission program on 
the field. 





Remodeling of the farm 
dwelling to house the 
Rhoades family is going on 
in this picture, but was 
completed in 1948. 





Bella Vista Home 
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Economic improvements 
for these original Americans 
is a worthy goal of the mis. 
sion. Introduction of re- 
munerative crafts, diversifi- 
cation of crops, instruction 
in dry-farming methods and 
extension of irrigation facil- 
ities, will do much to change 
the lot of the Indians from 
destitute existence to the 
point where they can supply 
themselves with minimum 
necessities. 


An Indian is shown with 
his wooden ox-drawn plow. 
Farming operations are very 
primitive and soil conserva- 
tion and crop rotation are 
unknown factors. 


A Primitive Plow 


ADVANCE IN ECUADOR 


Personal evangelism among the many 
Indian families will begin soon and in- 
terest will be directed toward worship 
in a modest chapel as the first step in 
the development of an_ indigenous 
church. 


Conversion and dedication of life will 
be the goal to loose people from supersti- 
tions and drunken fiestas which enslave 
them. Work among Indians elsewhere in 
South America affords definite proof of 
their ability to become upright citizens 
and dependable Christians. 


Senor Nicolas and family are Calderon 
Indians and are friends of the mission family. 





BES a8 
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MEETING GREAT NEED 





J. Benton Rhoades is shown with fourteen boys and their teacher from a rural school. 
A more adequate elementary school is planned for the Calderon children. 


Elementary educational opportunity for the many illiterate children is a mission 
priority. Soon work will begin on a small school building. A large majority of 
children of both sexes have little or no opportunity to attend any school. 


Medical care has always been a vital function of our mission fields. Clinical 
work will begin as soon as a doctor can be secured and facilities provided. Medical 
care is unobtainable for most of these people. 


Missionary personnel adequate for an Advance in our newest field requires the 
sending of seven more workers in the next five years to serve with the Rhoades 
and Wolfe families. “Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that he send 
forth laborers” to this needy field. 
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Church of the Brethren Fields at a Glance 


As of June 1948 India 
Missionaries on the field dl 
Missionaries on furlough 9 
Missionaries under appointment 
Total missionaries who have 

served 116 
Total deceased missionaries 24 
Stations 9 
Organized churches 20 
Membership 8,349 
Ministers (ordained) 19 
Evangelists 
Hospitals Z 
Station dispensaries 
Village dispensaries 
Inpatients 1,664 
Treatments in dispensaries 83,707 
Elementary schools 104 
Elementary school students 4,777 
Middle school 1 
Middle school students 89 
Training schools 7 
Training students 314 


Classes of religious instruction 


Enrollment in classes of re- 
ligious instruction 
*Projected new stations. 


Northern South 
China Nigeria Ecuador China 
oh 37 4 
8 5 
if 
94 73 8 
14 2 
5) 6 
le 
5) 1 
3,075 651 265 
3 2 
33 
3 
3 
8 
D 1 
137 
45 
1753 
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Undergirding the Five Year Advance 


As you leafed through this booklet, undoubtedly you were impressed 
by the rich fruitage of our missionary enterprise. Many souls have 
been won for the Master. Lives by the thousands have been blessed 
through the vicarious efforts of our mission workers. Surely the invest- 
ment of money and life has yielded marvelous dividends which we are 
able to record only in part. 

We now enter the second year of a new Five Year Advance in India, 
China, Africa, and Ecuador with the realization that carefully laid 
plans for the entire period can be fulfilled only if adequate financial 
support is provided by the church. However, you will understand how 
difficult it is to project financial needs of the Advance further than 
1949 because contingencies may arise which can require considerable 
cost adjustments. Thus, it seems the part of wisdom to deal with finan- 
cial requirements for the first three years alone. 

The figures below represent the funds which are necessary to operate 
the many aspects of our field programs. In them are the cost of sending 
workers to the fields, including furlough travel. They include the 
salaries of missionaries and native workers, and certain maintenance 
expense. A large share of the total need is represented in the field oper- 
ating program and in the cost for new mission buildings and for the 
upkeep of those already in use. The many phases of mission and church 
work all make financial inroads on each annual budget. A voéational 
training school and educational facilities are part of the mission pro- 
gram. They, and the schools for children of missionaries, take a size- 
able share of the allowance for each field. 

As you see the figures below, it is our hope you will try to visualize 
what all is contained in the budget for an expanding mission program. 
We, who are abundantly blessed, must not fail to do our part in under- 
girding the Advance enterprise. 


Five Year Advance Needs 


Field 1947 1948 1949 
India $107,000 $110,000 $112,827 
China 59,000 68,500 67,450 
Africa 61,300 74,000 80.500 
Ecuador 12,800 18,000 18,500 

$240,100 $270,500 $279,277 
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Sallman's “The Crusading Christ” 


“The Crusading Christ’’ painted by Warner Sallman reveals Jesus 
Christ as the central figure of a great Christian advance. 
“Garbed in the robes denoting his kingship, but with the scars of 


the nailprints still in his hands, the Christ strides through the scenes of 
war devastation. 


“In this conception, the artist has daringly ‘brought Christ down to 
earth.’ Mr. Sallman has placed him-—where Jesus placed himself—upon 
the earth itself, amid the sorrows and sufferings of the world, actively 
leading his people in the amelioration of distress and the healing of 
sin’s wounds, whether those sins be individual or corporate. 

“Thus we have a striding Christ, as purposeful as he is compassion- 
ate, in the van of his people's march to ‘trample out the vineyards where 
the grapes of wrath are stored.’ His every expression and attitude 
reflect the imperativeness of the task. His left hand clenched, his right 
hand extended in appeal to the onlooker to join the march on behalf of 
the bereft, his sleeves tossed back—every gesture portrays the com- 
passion he feels. No remote Christ, this! 


“Behind him, marching in a V-shaped formation denoting the victory 
that will surely attend their way, come the hosts of Christ-inspired peo- 
ple. It will be noted that the artist here has included men and women, 
boys and girls, from every walk of life, and representing many races. 
In and through the scenes of devastation they come, this marching host, 
to minister with Christ and for Christ to such needs as this dire day has 
presented. 


“And above them, symbolic of the hope they bring—the new dawn 
the Crusade stands for—is a colorful rainbow. 


“In this forceful work Warner Sallman has not only made a great 
contribution to the Crusade for Christ, but he has also set the pace for 
religious artists to come. Well may we hope that this painting—like the 
Crusade it glorifies—will encourage all men to place Christ where for 
centuries he has sought to be, in the center of every effort for man’s 
good." 

Courtesy of the Methodist Church 





